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[ Free Indeed ! A WORD
FROM THE
According to John 8, Jesus said this to the Jews who trusted in Him: ’I.)__A__S_I_QR {

“If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free!” (John 8:31-32)

What a bold statement! What a bold claim! Only the One - Jesus — who announces that He is indeed the Way,
the Truth and the Life (John14) could back this bold statement and this bold claim.

We experience the truth of “the grace and truth” (John 1) of Jesus everyday. It’s not an on and off thing. Itis s
constant. All we need do is abide. All we need do is remain.

Remain in the Word of God! Remain in prayer! Remain in the body of Christ — the church! Remain in the
partnership of the Gospel — the Good News of God revealed in Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world.

We abide and remain as we continue to live out our lives under the umbrella of God’s grace and favor. The favor
of God delivered us from the power of sin, death, Satan and even ourselves — our broken and rebellious selves.
The grace of God provides the proclamation and the life everlasting as we continue to as we continue to remain
and abide in the saving work of Jesus Christ on the cross for you, for me and the world!

Abide and remain in Christ all the days of your life and enjoy the freedom that only Jesus can provide. Live it
out to His glory — all the time.

As Jesus is the way, may our complete trust be in Him alone!

AND YOU SHALL KNOW THE

AND THE

SHALL MAKE YOU FREE!
JOHM 8:32




Christian Stewardship ..........

In June we celebrate the beginning of summer. The first day of summer is a time when we enjoy the longest day
of the year in contrast to the first day of winter when we observe the shortest day of the year. That can be a reminder that
there are also equal parts with Christian stewardship—Law and Gospel.

From God’s Word we know what good Christian stewardship should be. We also have principles that guide our
stewardship life. But at the end of the day we realize, with sorrow, that we have failed over and over again in our
stewardship. We have not managed all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes. We have not lived out our
stewardship with the reality that God is the Owner of all things and we are simply managers. We have used our
possessions as if they belong completely to us—not acknowledging that God has simply entrusted them to us for wise
management that brings glory to Him and blessings to others. And the list of stewardship failures could go on and on.
That’s bad news! That’s what the Law says to us!

However, for us as Christians, there is also some very good news. Moved by sacrificial love, Jesus came into our
world and took upon Himself our sins—yes, also the sins of poor stewardship—and gained God’s forgiveness for us by
going to the cross to suffer the death penalty that we deserved. What good news that God does not treat us according to
what we deserve; instead, in Christ, He loves and forgives us—daily and richly.

That loving forgiveness of God has moved Christians throughout the ages to manage all of life and life’s resources
for God’s purposes—and to do it freely and joyfully. That loving forgiveness of God is also the proper motivation for our
stewardship. It moves us to share and give freely and generously of our time, talents and treasure for the work of the Lord
and to make life sweeter for others. What a place this world would be if we all practiced faithful stewardship. It would be
heaven on earth!

The sad reality is that we have not only sinned in the past, but we have also sinned in the present and will continue
to sin in the future. Yet there is hope and new life. We confess our sins to God with sorrow in our hearts and minds and
flee to the cross of Jesus Christ to find full and free forgiveness for every sin. We have the added blessing of the power
and presence of the Holy Spirit to help us live in new and different ways. That’s what the Gospel says to us!

“Maturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all they do!”

Kenneth H, Stewardship Chairman
(Material from LCMS)

Stewardship Principle VI: GOD'S STEWARDS ARE LOVED AND LOVING.

What does this mean?
God's stewards recognize that their stewardship flows out of God's act of love for them in Christ which empowers them, in
turn, to love others in acts of Christ-like love.

What does God's Word say about this?
1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us. (cf. 1 John 4:11)

1 John 3:16-18 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our
lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on
him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with
actions and in truth.

John 13:34-35 A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another. By
this all men will know you are my disciples, if you love one another.

2 Cor. 5:14-15 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all have died.
And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them
and was raised again.




Don Hill is responsible for the property management at Pilgrim. For those of you
who are gardeners or hands on “fix it” kind of people, then Don is the one to see to
put your skills at work! Read on to get to know Don better.

Name: Don H.

Birth date: August 9

Birth place: Longview, Washington
Occupation: House Remodeler
Spouse: Karen K.

Children: Ingrid-13, and Wyatt-8
Hobbies: art and antiques

One little known fact about Don: | like to garden.
Favorite Scripture Verse: 23" Psalm. It is one of the most
beautiful chapters of the Bible!
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Lynne Morgan is the Education Chairwoman. There are many ways to help serve in this
area, especially with VBS time soon upon us. Read on to learn more about Lynne.

Name: Lynne M.

Birth date: June 23

Birth place: Bethseda, Maryland
Occupation: Special Education Kindergarten Teacher
Hobbies: cooking, hiking, fishing, quilting, gardening, and
playing board games

Little know fact about Lynne: | have taught Sunday
School 23 of the last 25 years.

Favorite Scripture Verse: Philippians 4:13 - “I can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me.” This verse is a
reminder to me that no matter what troubles or tribulations 1
may be going through, if | keep my attention focused on
Christ he will provide me with what | need to see me
through.

L
th e

Education Chairwoman

‘M

g CHRISTION
-|- Fnu:nﬂnn
£ A

LE I‘- e L_l.illlp‘_
Wlarssagds Fuiery
vl VI
& . Y v .
Pilgrim Church Council sbrerg=t b
-




Over the past 5 years we have had trouble filling
church officer and council positions. These church
council positions need filled to have a functioning church
dedicated to providing worship and service opportunities
to our members. Have you considered filling one or more
of these openings or volunteering to service on one of the
church committees?

When interviewing job applicants, managers ask
guestions such as these: What’s your background? Where
did you go to school? What are your skills? Some add a
few unexpected questions, all in an effort to find the best
person for the job. When Jesus took on His disciples,
however, he handed out no applications. He asked no
guestions. He simply said, “Come.”

To us, His present day disciples, Jesus continues
to say, “Come”, but we act as though He asked for a
resume. We assess our skills. We evaluate our age and
background. We look at our current commitments. We
name someone else better qualified. In short, we’re
answering questions Jesus isn’t asking. He simply says to
each of us “Come.”

Jesus knows the qualities we bring to Him: the
weakness, the heartaches, and the sins. He knows that
none of us qualify in any way to follow Him. So He
simply says, “Come.” Come to the cross, where He
fulfilled the Law. Come to the open tomb where He
proved Himself the victor over sin and death. Come to
Him! He calls not because of our qualifications, but
because of His grace. He will supply everything we need
to serve Him faithfully and well.

Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of
the child of God and God’s family, the church, in
managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s
purposes.

-- written by Kenneth H, Stewardship chairman
(reprinted with permission)

Editorial Note
These positions are currently vacant as of the writing of
this newsletter. Opportunities to serve are abundant.
Look for your niche and serve Him in all gladness.
Treasurer
Fellowship
Human Care
Sunday School Superintendent
LWML President

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the
beginning. John 1:1

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among
US. wevrverinvenanennns John 1: 14

These few verses contain a vast amount of truth to be
applied to our knowledge about Jesus. So, as we
consider this truth that Jesus is the Word, how may we
Christians be "in the Word"?

Having been brought by the Holy Spirit to faith in
Jesus, our Savior, we have Jesus dwelling within us. It
has now become important that everyone of us stay in
the Word, and there are several activities we should
apply to our lives to assure that this happens.

One of the most important ways is REGULAR
CHURCH ATTENDANCE!!!

For when we worship together with our fellow
believers, we are fed with the blessings of word and
sacrament. Without this renewal one may grow weak
with spiritual starvation. Such a sad condition is not to
be taken casually or ignored. Rather, everyone must
continually strive to overcome all obstacles which
distract from being in the Word.

Bob B, Head Elder

Family Camping Trip /ﬁ}\

July 13 - 15, 2007 #LNF %

All Ages CAMPING

Join us for a weekend of tent camping at Valley Camp
(in North Bend). Facilities include bathrooms with hot
showers, a community fire pit, hiking trails, a
playground, and large sports fields. Cost is $10/night
per family. Please sign-up on the Family Ministry
board. Be sure to invite your friends! If you can’t stay
for the weekend, please come by for our potluck BBQ on
Saturday, July 14™ at 6:00pm! See Jennifer G. with any
questions.




ArkALMIGHTY

We are encouraging members of our congregation to
participate in ArkKALMIGHTY - a needs-based
ministry program that matches the needs in our
congregation and community with the talents and skills
of the members of our church. Please visit the Family
Ministry board or www.ArkALMIGHTY.com to get
involved!

(Below is an excerpt from the website)

“Acts of Random Kindness

don't require a lot of time or -
effort, but they can
significantly improve another ® =

1 S
person's day. To be blunt, acts
of kindness shocks people. ArkALMIGHTY

Why not take a minute out of
your day today to spread some
goodwill and make a
difference?”

3018450 (1)06 #1))5
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Dear Friends in Christ,

I want to thank you from the bottom of my
heart for your presence and cards which |
received for my 100" birthday. It was very

much appreciated.
~ ol
Thark 5!

In Jesus Name,

Virginia Mason Team Medicine

Marathon/Half Marathon/5K at SEAFAIR

Sunday « July 8, 2007
Ecpected Street Closares

NEW ADDRESS:

See church office
For new address
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We Celebrate Children

Children are gifts from God, given to us to love, respect, treasure and celebrate. “Sons and daughters are a heritage from
the LORD, children a reward from Him.” Psalm 127:3

We celebrate these children in our preschool who... ' ]

Know Jesus as a friend

Praise God spontaneously

Gladly hear stories from the Bible

Pray fervently

Show respect and forgiveness

Understand that God loves him or her
Know Jesus as Savior

Experience God’s forgiveness

Love and trust God for care and protection.

The regular Preschool year has come to an end. We say good bye to each student with a tear and a cheer, sad to see them
go but celebrating the growth we have seen in each one. 60 of these children will be attending summer camp in June with
more exciting experiences and joyful activities. Check out the photo board of our Summer Camp in the Fellowship Hall.

Vacation Bible School

July 30 - August 3, 2007

Ages 3-11

This year’s VBS theme is Quest for Truth - Jesus: The
Way, The Truth, The Life. We are currently running a
waitlist, as we have reached capacity based on our
current number of volunteers. Registration forms are
available in the fellowship hall and online at
www.pilgrimlutheran.org See Jennifer G. with any

questions. Summer Mission Trip
August 19 - 26, 2007
Teen & Adult Volunteers Needed for VBS!!! Makah Indian Reservation

Volunteers can help with drama, crafts, games, Neah Bay, WA

music, snacks, and more. Leadership and assistant = (] Z} Grades 6 - 12
positions are available. We are especially in need WS Join youth from several area LCMS _churches
of small group leaders to shepherd a group of 5- #77___ % fora wegk serving f"‘t the Malfah In.dlan

6 students from station to station. Please let dechers ™" Reservation. We will be helping with VBS for

Jennifer know of your availability and interest Needed elemgntary.chlldrgr!, painting a ch.urch and
areas right away assisting with additional community outreach

projects. With fundraising, out-of-pocket
expenses should be low. If you have not yet
Congregational & Community Potluck wided =29~ done so, please submit your interest form and
Sunday, July 29 waimeitit  $75 deposit A.S.A.P. Participants should
Following One Worship at 9:30am plan on joining us for our Mission Trip

All ages are invited to join us for food, Team Building Activities on Sunday, July 1

Community Potluck

fellowship and LOTS of fun! Please sign-up in at 12:45pm and Friday, August 10" (time
the Narthex. This event is hosted by your Board TBD). Also, watch for details coming soon
of Elders & Family Ministry Team. about fundraising events. Contact Jennifer G.

with any questions.




BLESSED INDEPENDENCE TO EACH OF YOU!

PO | UUUIUAL ]

I'm constantly reminded how fortunate we are to enjoy the benefits of living in freedom of worship,
freedom of speech, and freedom of expressing opinions.

Allow me to discuss Transition 6: "*Different people do the mission work™".

In the churched society, professionals did the mission work. These professionals were paid, full -time
staff or part-time, experienced volunteers. A specific group of people did the mission work on behalf of their
congregation, their regional association, or their denomination.

Funds were collected locally. Money passed through the denominational structure to pay for mission
activities. National denominations had mission staff. These mission staff professionals secured the services of
full-time missionaries and commissioned them to work in foreign mission fields.

A denomination's regional offices operated mission activities within their geographic area. They hired
chaplains for hospital and prison ministries. Social workers operated half-way houses, missions, and shelters of
various types.

Even congregations segmented the mission work of the congregation. Most congregations had an
evangelism committee which was responsible for doing the mission work of the congregation. Sometimes other
members of the congregation would participate in a few activities of the evangelism committee, but generally
speaking, the mission activities of the congregation were the responsibility of a small group people who
functioned in isolation from the rest of the congregation.

"Congregations in the unchurched society function as if they are on a mission field and believe everyone
is involved in the mission work of the congregation. All members have evangelism responsibilities. In fact,
many (perhaps most) congregations with effective outreach activities do not have an evangelism committee.
They consider it dangerous to make a small group of people responsible for what should be everyone's
responsibility. If they have an evangelism committee, it is a teaching group, as well as a doing group. These
congregations actively support world missions. They are among the largest contributors to the world mission
activities of their denomination and other organizations. These congregations are willing to support activities
outside their formal church structures or within parachurch organizations. The defining difference for these
congregations is that everyone participates in the mission activity of the congregation”.

This is a continuation quoted from the book "In Search of The Unchurched” by Alan Klaas. Next month
we will discuss the issue of Transition 7: "DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONAL COMMUNICATION
SYSTEMS ARE DEVELOPING".

oo SN DR PN TSRO

Ever wonder what's on the back of the Declaration of
Independence?

_On the back, at the bottom, upside-down is simply written:
"Original Declaration of Independence / dated 4th July 1776."
Regarding the message on the back, according to the National
Archives, "While no one knows for certain who wrote it, it is
known that early in its life, the large parchment document was
rolled up for storage. So, it is likely that the notation was added
md" simply as a label.” There are no hidden messages. The original
Declaration is now exhibited in the Rotunda for the Charters of
Freedom in Washington, DC.




Men'’s Shelter
Thank you to all who helped support the
Men’s Shelter at Christ the King

during the month of June. Your gifts and service
are a blessing to so many!

Children’s Sunday School

Children’s Sunday school

will resume in September.

Be sure to check the Family Ministry board
and www.pilgrimlutheran.org to keep up to
date on our family summer activities.

Special Voter's Meeting on July &

A much needed roofing project will be
presented for your vote! To accommodate our|
members, a meeting will be held after each
service in the Fellowship Hall. We appreciate
your attendance and your voice.

Reflections Deadline for the August issue will be on
Sunday, July 229 2007. Place them in the
newsletter box in the Fellowship Hall.

--Tom and Pam T.
A5

Newsletter
Team




