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Christian Stewardship .............

Each July we celebrate the freedom that we enjoy as Americans. For example, we enjoy the freedom of religion.
That is a great blessing but, unfortunately, many people live as though freedom of religion means “freedom from religion.”
We know better. Freedom is not so much “from” as it is “for.” And freedom is a gift that comes at a great cost. We do
well to remember as Americans that our freedom was gained originally and is still being defended by those who have put
their lives on the line so that we might remain free.

It is a disgrace to enjoy our freedom without being thankful for the sacrifice that has made our freedom a reality.
This is true not only of our freedom as Americans, but also of our freedom as Christians. We know that Jesus Christ shed
His lifeblood as the sacrifice for our sins so that through faith in Him we have the forgiveness of sins which leads to real
life and salvation. Our freedom from sin, death and everlasting condemnation is a gift—pure and simple. We could not
earn it even if we had a thousand lifetimes to work for it. Only Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, could earn that
freedom. And, thank God that His love for us was so great that He was willing to suffer all, even death, so that we might
live in freedom, peace and hope.

Unfortunately, some Christians seem to live as if the freedom that Christ won for us is a “freedom from” rather
than a “freedom for.” St. Paul spoke so eloquently against this false notion when he penned these words in Galatians
5:13-14: You, my brothers were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather,
serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: *““Love your neighbor as yourself.”

The truth is that we have been freed from the desire to use all of life, including our gifts of time, talent and
treasure, in a purely selfish way. As Christian stewards we recognize that God is the Owner of all things and we are
managers. Good managers use that which belongs to the Owner according to His purposes. A Lutheran leader of the past
century said it so well: “Christian stewardship is everything I do after I say I believe.”

May God help us, His freed people, to use all of life and life’s resources for His purposes. This is our proper
response to the extravagant love and amazing grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. To do any less is to deny who and Whose we
are!

“Maturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all they do!”

Kenneth H., Stewardship Chairman
(Material from LCMS)
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"MY MISSION"

This month permit me to concentrate on the "Mission Statement” of our church here at Pilgrim. Previously in the
monthly letters | devoted time and effort in addressing similar issues by following the guidelines of "Seeking
The Unchurched" by Alan Klaas. While Klaas's articles are right on target, | felt a more personal approach
would be appropriate. So this article will express my own feelings and interpretation of Pilgrim's Mission
Statement, what it means to me, and what | feel it means for each of us as members of Christ's Church.

Let me begin with a story-- It is not a true story--at least not that | know of--but a somewhat humorous event. It
seems that a local Lutheran Pastor noticed there were visitors at the Sunday morning Worship Service. So after
the service had ended the Pastor introduced himself to the visitors and received their names, where they lived,
and they expressed an interest in becoming a member of the congregation. It was decided he would check his
calendar and visit them on the coming week. On Wednesday morning Pastor drove to their address and then
realized he neglected to call ahead. Nevertheless pastor felt quite comfortable just dropping by unannounced. He
walked to the door and rang the doorbell. No one came to the door and so he knocked. There still was no answer.
Pastor felt confident there was someone home as the TV was blaring away. Well Pastor persisted and knocked
on the door again and still no one answered. Finally in frustration Pastor picked out one of his personal calling
cards and on the back he wrote, "Here | am, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens
the door | will come in." Rev. 3:20.

The next Sunday at the regular worship service the same couple appeared. After the service was over the lady of
the couple greeted the Pastor and handed him a handwritten note which said,”l heard you in the garden and | was
afraid, because | was naked so | hid. Genesis 3:10

Our mission here at Pilgrim is not addressed to Pastor or to someone else; it is addressed to each one of us. This
is our personal mission because it is the power of the Holy Spirit and it comes to us through God's word. So we
are to heed His call and hear His word through sermons, Bible studies, and interactions with our fellow
believers. How can we "know" Christ if we don't attend worship services and engage ourselves in Bible study?
How can we "grow" in Christ unless we participate in Worship and Bible Study? How can we "share™ Christ
with any person unless we "know" and "grow" in Christ?

The challenge is before us at Pilgrim. We must become involved in answering the call of the Holy Spirit. There
are many areas of involvement opportunities at Pilgrim; too many for a few people, but enough for all of us.

MAKE PILGRIM'S MISSION-----MY MISSION!!IT Until then may God Bless our Congregation!!!!!

Bill A., Congregational President

Our Mission at Pilgrim:
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Our Vision at Pilgrim:
. ALlig e To be an enthused and discipled community
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This month we give you two more council members. If your gift is outreach
then go see Pam. She can put your gift to good use!

Name: Pamela R.

Birth date: October, 18

Birth place: Honolulu, Hawaii
Occupation: clinical social work
Spouse’s hame: Jim R
Children: Mele and Joshua
Hobbies: traveling, cooking and being used by God, not usually in
that order.

A little known fact about Pam: | thought I was going to college to
get into the world of fashion merchandising, but I took one class in
accounting, and dropped the class and the career faster than a hot
potato from the oven, and I never looked back.
Favorite scripture verse: Ephesians 4:1- 4;
it is our wedding scripture.

Le: 1d a life
worthy of the Calling ..
making every effort
to maintain the unity

of the Spirit in
the bond of p€ace.

Ephesians 4:1-3

Outreach and Missions Chairwoman

Meet Council member Angela R. If working with families is your gift then see
Angela to put your gift to use.

Birth date: August 5th
Birth place: Puyallup, Washington

Spouse: Daryn

Children: LueAnn and Dylan

Occupation: Preschool Teacher at Pilgrim Preschool
Hobbies: Besides being in a book club, I don't have
any hobbies | just enjoy spending time with my
children and being a mom.

A little known fact about Angela: When | was a
child I traveled around the world to many different
countries.

Favorite Scripture Verse: | often like to pray The
Lord's Prayer to myself it gives me comfort and helps
me through my day.
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Family Ministry Chairwoman
Pilgrim Lutheran Preschool Teacher




We invest a lot of time, energy and even money on these little children who
leave our school and go on to other places. Is it worth it? What have we
gained?

What we have gained is this:
A child’s faith was shaped and molded by Lutheran teachers and pastors
during the most impressionable years of his life,

In the classroom and in weekly chapel a child came to an understanding of
what grace is all about.

On the playground he experienced sin, repentance and forgiveness in action.

He or she graduated from our school a much stronger Christian : :
Pilgrim Preschool

Through the ministry of our school, each child was equipped and strengthened
for a spiritual journey that would last him a lifetime.

The body of Christ is stronger because of this child’s time in our school.

Every single child that walks through our doors represents a huge investment
from our church.

We are investing in strengthening leaders in our church. .f !
We are investing in the lost who may come to know Jesus Christ through our . .

hool g Y 9 Let the little children
school. _ o come to me....
We are investing in the church at large, creating stronger Christian because of Lue 1a01e
our ministry.

Preschool Summer Camp sessions end this month. Classes begin again in
September. Keep teachers, students and parents in your prayers as they rest and
renew over the summer.

A Joke

Billy Graham tells of a time, during the early years
of his preaching ministry, when he was due to lead a
crusade meeting in a town in South Carolina, and he
needed to mail a letter. He asked a little boy in the
main street how he could get to the post office. After
the boy had given him directions, Billy said, "If you
come to the central Baptist church tonight, I'll tell
you how to get to heaven." The boy replied, "No
thanks, you don't even know how to get to the post
"You're grillin’, pastor. That must make you a friarl” office!"




Birthdays

Aug 2 Bruni W
Aug 3 Eva Marie B
OliviaB
Laura F
CaraR
Michael R
Aug 5 Angela R
Aug 7 Amy C
Kevin W
Aug 8 Christopher P
Eric V
Aug 9 Donald H
Aug 10 BoB
Sean H
Amanda M
Aug 11 Rodella K
Aug 12 Patricia B
Aug 15 John F
Aug 16 Aaron H
Aug 18 Edith S
Aug 21 Traci B
Aug 21 Kenneth K
Aug 22 David C
Megen R
Aug 25 Mark L
Aug 27 Kristine M
Wayne S
Aug 28 Joshua T
Aug 30 Tina F
Aug 31 Marlene B
Louise C

Reflections deadline for
September issue will be Sunday,
August 19, 2007. Please place
them in the newsletter box in the

narthex.

--Tomand Pam T
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Anniversaries
N 3 Aug 5 Duane and Ellen |
G I Aug 7 Ken and Lorie K
This™ 7 j{,_,_-_,:_ Aug 10 Jeffrey and Courtney D
Morin's ——— Aug 12 | Arthur and Sarah W
& Birthdays Aug 16 | Don and Karen H
Aug 17 | Donand PatS
-Fr__ e Aug 18 | Gusand Nancy H
ql L Aug 19 | Steven and Theresa B
I_ Aug 20 Dean and Esther L
Aug 24 Bo and Cindy B
| e Scott and Dawn S
h'[!i |r'n|’*.l' Aug 26 | Brad and DianaH
Shannon and Denise L
Aug 29 Thad and Barbara M

Best Wishes on your special day!
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VBS - Quest for Truth

July 30 — August 3 from 9:00am - 12:00pm
Ages3-11

This year, we are serving over 50 children in our
church, preschool and community! We
appreciate your continued prayers and support
in this ministry. Everyone is encouraged to stop
in during the week to share in the excitement

Congregations for Kids School Supply Drive
Thru Sunday, August 5"

Please join us in supporting the 12" annual Good
Start Back to School Drive to provide school
supplies for children in need in the Bellevue School
District. Donations can be placed in the designated
collection bin in the narthex. Requested items lists
are available on the Family Ministry board in the
fellowship hall. If you are available to help sort and
inventory supplies on the morning of Monday,
August 6", please contact Jennifer G.

Youth Mission Trip — Makah Native American
Reservation

August 19 - 26

Grades 6 — 12

We are partnering with local LCMS congregations for
a weeklong trip to serve in Neah Bay. Our youth &
adult team will be assisting with VBS for local
children and working to paint an area church. If you
wish to financially support this ministry, please place
your donations in the collection bucket in the
fellowship hall. Please keep us in prayer as we reach
out to those around us.

Children’s Sunday School

Rally Sunday — September 9

Watch for more information coming soon
regarding our fall Sunday school program!







