Pilgrim Lutheran Church

Reflections

October 2007

Tt [ A HOLY CALLING

Most historians date the beginning of the Protestant Reformation and the start of the “Lutheran”
church as October 31, 1517. This was the day (the day before All Saints’ Day) that Martin Luther went
to the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany to post 95 Theses. One of the things, these 95 Theses
were, were “"matters to be debated”. The core of the 95 Theses by Luther revolved around the sale of
indulgences and the forgiveness of sins. The church was teaching that people could “buy” forgiveness
to escape some punishment for their sins.

I have an English translation of these 95 Theses and if you would like a copy, just say the word!

Luther wrote many things. Luther was a prolific writer. One thing that Luther wrote was this: “"We

are all priests before God if we are Christians”.
P [But Ye Are
Did you know that you are a priest? We read this in I Peter 2: 9: aChosen Generation, .|
P

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people belonging to God...”

1 Pe m.z 9
In relationship to this concept of “the priesthood of all believers” Luther wrote: “It must be our aim to
restore the little word *priests’ to the common use which the little word ‘Christians’ enjoys.”

We read in Revelation 1: 6 that Jesus Christ "made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father.

We become members of God’s “priesthood” through baptism and by God’s grace, God has “called us
with a holy calling”. (2 Timothy 1: 9)

As the “priesthood of all believers” we have been entrusted with special and significant God-given
rights, authority and privileges.

As Christians and as the “priesthood of all believers” we show ourselves to be Christian and priest
most visibly when we gather for a worship in public to hear God’s Word, to receive the Sacraments of
Baptism and Holy Communion and to respond to the means of God’s grace with prayer, praise and the
desire to “priest” others with the love of Jesus — the “Great High Priest.”

I think of my baptism as my ordination into ministry and the “priesthood of all believers”. What a
“holy calling” indeed!

As Jesus is the Way, may our complete trust be in Him!

priesthood Of A Bellevers
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Charitable Giving — Have You Considered Stocks?

Have you ever considered giving stocks to charity? With the price appreciation that has occurred in the stock market over
the last few years, it may be advantageous to do so. Sharing that appreciation with Pilgrim or other charitable organizations
may be the wise thing to do.

The advantages
A gift of stock shares to a charity has four distinct tax advantages:

. An income tax deduction is generated, if you file the IRS form 1040 (i.e. use Schedule A).
. Assets, along with their future appreciation, are removed from the value of an estate, resulting 0an
in lower estate taxes for those estates that exceed the tax credit. ——
. Capital gains tax from sale of the stock is avoided. Charitable Giving
. Direct charitable giving will not result in gift tax.

To receive the tax benefits resulting from a charitable gift, the gift must be made to an Internal Revenue Code qualified
charity. To quality, the charity must be a public, semipublic, or private foundation that has received special approval from
the IRS. IRS approval is generally given if the charity is a governmental agency; a religious, charitable, scientific, literary,
or educational organization; or war veterans’ or domestic fraternal organization. Pilgrim Lutheran Church is a qualified
charity.

Also, did you know that for the 2006 and 2007 tax years, you can donate to a qualified charity up to $100,000 each year
from your IRA tax-free if you are at least age 70 1/2? However, you cannot claim a charitable contribution deduction for
the donated amount on Form 1040 — Schedule A. The distribution is called a qualified charitable distribution (QCD) and
must be made directly by the trustee of your IRA.

How to donate stock

Should you choose to donate stock shares to Pilgrim, please follow the steps outlined below:

1. Contact our church treasurer. Let him know that you intend to transfer stock shares to the church’s account at
Fidelity. Get the church’s account number from him. Let him know whether the gift is to be:

Held for a specific future project, nnlmns

Held indefinitely as part of an endowment fund, or

Used for the general fund. SE NSE
Note: Unless instructed otherwise, the treasurer will sell the stock.

2. Contact your stockbroker. Inform him that you would like to transfer X shares of stock Y to the Pilgrim Church
account (Account Number xxxx) at Fidelity. For a wire transfer, you will also have to give your stockbroker the
Depository Trust Co. number. Let your broker know that Pilgrim is a charitable organization. The stock transfer
should incur no fees. Note: The above assumes that your stock shares are held in “street name.” If not, you may have
to transfer the stock certificates to the church treasurer.

3. Inform the church treasurer when the stock transfer occurs (i.e. the date) and give him the stock value at transfer.
Please note that the church’s Fidelity monthly statement shows the date of transfer, but not the value of the stock at
transfer. See step 5 below to determine the stock value. You can have your broker inform you on the day that the stock
shares have left your broker’s firm.

4. The church treasurer checks the church’s Fidelity account to verify that the transfer has occurred, confirms the stock
value, and informs the donor as such. The church treasurer then acknowledges your gift by letter which includes the
description, number of shares transferred, the value of the gift at transfer, and the date of the transfer.

5. Determining the stock value at transfer: Generally, the average of the stock’s high and low price for the day of
transfer can be used to calculate the stock value. This value can be used for the IRS “Schedule A: Gifts to Charity”
income tax deduction. Please note that the donor, not the church, is responsible to the IRS for substantiating the value
of the stock gift. Make and keep a record of the source of your valuation. See IRS Publication 561.

FIANCIAL
NOTES




From the Board of Elders we bring you the two newest members. First meet Nate P. from our

board of elders. Nate is also

a member of the Outreach Ministry Team.

~ Name: Nate P

~ Birth date: January 27

- Birth place: Long Beach, California
- Occupation: Aviation Attorney

" Spouse’s name: Kara

Elder

OMT=

Outreach Ministry Team

Children: Not yet!
A little known fact about yourself that you would like to share: My

- favorite restaurant is Wienerschnitzel, the world's largest hot dog chain.
- I wish they'd open one in Bellevue.

~ Favorite scripture verse: Romans 3:21-24: "But now righteousness

~ from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law

and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through

. faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely
by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus."
There is nothing more comforting than knowing that God forgives us
and declares us righteous through faith in Jesus Christ in spite of our
shortcomings.

Our next new elder is Andrew G. Andrew also is our webmaster for our church’s website.

Webmaster

Elder
vIST

.'
f_

i@

http://www.pilgrimlutheran.org

Name: Andrew G.

Birth date: 12/19/77

Birth place: Denver, CO

Occupation: Graphic Designer

Spouse’s name: Jennifer

Children: none

Hobbies: Drawing and painting, reading

A little known fact: I'm a big Star Wars fan and have a large
collection of action figures. (I know it's incredibly geeky.)

A favorite Scripture verse: I like the opening verses of the Gospel
of John. It's written in such stylistic and spiritual metaphors while at
the same time declaring the real-world truth that the full power of
God was encased in human flesh and lived as one of us in the person
of Christ Jesus. It's very powerful to me.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was
life, and) the [ife was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and

the darkness has not overcome it.” John 1:1-5




AUGUST 2007 OFFICIAL ACTS s
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES Ry
Pastor’s Report

" Joe H. was released from
membership as a result of joining St.
Luke's Lutheran Church of Bellevue,
Washington.

MARRIAGES (4)

" Tamra D. and Matthew P. on
Saturday, August 4, 2007 at Pilgrim
Lutheran Church.

¥ Ryan C. and Ashley S. on Saturday,
August 11, 2007 in Ellensburg, WA.

¥ Heidi E. and Sheldon H. on Friday,
August 17, 2007 at Center Church
Lopez Island, WA.

¥ Christopher M. and Deanna E. on
Saturday August 18, 2007 at Pilgrim
Lutheran Church.

BAPTISMS (1)

¥ Cameron W, infant son of Jeff and
Stacy W. on Sunday August 5,2007
at 11:00 AM worship

MEMORIAL SERVICE

¥ A memorial worship was held in
loving memory of James S. on Sunday
August 19, 2007 at 2:00 PM here at
Pilgrim. After an intense battle with
cancer, Jim passed away on Tuesday,
August 14 at Marianwood. Jim was 51
years old.

October 2007 Worship f"iﬁigﬁrggﬁe

Sunday, October 7, 2007 8:30 and 11:00 A.M
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, October 14, 2007* 8:30 and 11:00 A.M.
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, October 21, 2007 8:30 and 11:00 A.M.
Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, October 28, 2007* 8:30 and 11:00 A.M.
Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost

* Indicates Holy Communion Sunday

Fall Women’s Retreat
at Cannon Beach
October 19" - 21

Q HOmern.s
o [etreal
Ladies of all ages are invited to join us for a weekend
of worship, fellowship and relaxation in Cannon
Beach, Oregon. Cost is $140/person, and includes the
conference, lodging, and most meals. We currently

have 2 spots available. Please contact Jennifer G. for
details.
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Presciool INEWS Do

N o | — )%,
eople were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples ]

rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little U_“;
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 7|
these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child

will never enter it. And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed P' |9 rim
them.” Mark 10: 13-16 Pr'BSChOOI

We are familiar with this story where the disciples of Jesus put the children in their place, and how Jesus then put the
disciples in their place. Jesus loves to put children in their place too. He welcomes the children into the most precious
place in the world--- His own lap,

When children feel welcome in church they are sitting in the lap of Jesus.

We are given the precious opportunity to welcome children into the sanctuary in Jesus’ name. We know that their
squirming, their talking and chattering, even their drawing on the bulletin, is a delight to Jesus because His child is there to
be blessed by His Word.

We are privileged to lead our little ones to Jesus and to show his attitude regarding children by welcoming them into our
sanctuary, and other important places in the church. Their unworthiness was nailed to the cross together with our own.
Their shortcomings died with Jesus and when Jesus rose on the third day he declared the little ones to be precious. So we
invite those kids in. After all, they’ve been invited into heaven.

Preschool Chapel is every Wednesday and the 1 and 3™ Tuesdays at 11:35. Please join us.
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November Reflections deadline will Sunday, October 21*, 2007.
Please submit your articles via email or_place them in the s #9
newsletter box in the fellowship hall. - G :.0:=5)0
9
Thanks to all who contribute of their time and talents to make the 20)* D), 5 -
newsletter happen. Our goal is for it to be uplifting and informative
in a fun to read format. We hope you find it to T - 8 <
be all of those things. SR . < 4 >0 G i,
) G ;= 0 9
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Pumpkin Party
Sunday, October 28"
12:30pm - 2:00pm
Grades pre -5

Join us for a free afternoon of food, crafts, games,
prizes & candy! Bring your friends! Family-friendly
costumes are encouraged. Watch the Family
Ministry board to learn about how you can support
this event.

Youth Rock Climbing
Sunday, November 4™
1:30pm - 5:30pm
Grades 6 — 12

Leave your fear of heights at home and join us for an
exciting afternoon adventure. Cost is $10/person.
Signed permission slip and release form are required
for all participants. R.S.V.P. to Jennifer G. by Sunday,
October 28" to guarantee transportation.

£

Advent Adventure at
Trinity Lutheran College
(Issaquah)

Saturday, November 17
1:30pm — 7:00pm (event is from 2pm — 6:30pm)
Grades2 -5

Join area kids to learn more about the advent season!
Activities will include games, crafts, worship, dinner
and swimming. Please submit registration forms
(available on the Family Ministry board) and checks
(payable to Pilgrim) to Jennifer by Sunday, November
4" to adhere to event deadlines. Cost is $15/child.
Please speak with Jennifer G. if you are available to
chaperon (we will pay for you to attend!)

—

Advent Adventure

Children’s Christmas Program £
Wednesday, December 19™
7:00pm — 8:00pm

Grades pre —12

Practice will be held during the Sunday school hour
beginning November 4. Mandatory dress rehearsals
will occur on Saturday, December 15" from 10am —
11am and Sunday, December 16" from 9:45am —
10:45am. Please contact Lynne M. for more
information.

ﬂwmﬁﬁw

Corn Maze Adventure
Saturday, October 13"
6:00pm - 10:00pm a_
Grades 6 — 12

Grab your buddies and help us navigate our way
through a giant corn maze. Participants need to bring $
for dinner (fast food), a flashlight, one canned food
item to donate, a completed permission slip and $6 for

admission. R.S.V.P. to Jennifer G. by Sunday, October
7" to guarantee transportation.

High School Insanity Night
Friday — Saturday,
November 16" — 17"
6:00pm — 8:00am

(activities from 7pm — 7am)
Grades 9 - 12

Invite your friends and join area teens for an all-
nighter of exciting activities! Details and registration
information will be available Very soon.

Santa’s Helpers "’.&
Sunday, December ¢ ﬁ ‘f
12:30pm — 4:30pm S

Grades 6 - 12
Help shop for and wrap Christmas gifts for local youth

in need. Details will be available by early November

High School Insanity Night

SANTA'S HELF’ERS

Children’s Christmas Party
Saturday, December 15™
1lam - 12:30pm

All Ages R
Join us for a family-friendly .-_-ff.'?; -
gathering of food, Christmas craft

and cookie decorating. All are welcome!

Open House at Seattle Lutheran High School
% 9 7
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PiLgriM LUTHERAN CHURCH

10420 SE 11th Street
Bellevue, WA 98004-6852

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

The Mission of the Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod

In grateful response to God’s grace and empowered by
the Holy Spirit through the Word and Sacraments, the
mission of the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod is
vigorously to make known the love of Jesus by word
and deed within our churches, communities and the
world.

Our Mission at Pilgrim:

By the power of the Holy Spirit and instructed by God’s
Word, Pilgrim’s mission is: Knowing Christ, growing in
Christ, and sharing Christ with all people

Our Vision at Pilgrim:

To be an enthused and discipled community and church
marked by the grace of God, mastered by the love of
Jesus and moved by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Non Profit Organization
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO., 9
BELLEVUE, WA

PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH
is a member of the
Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod.

Office: 425-454-1162 Fax: 425-637-7016
Preschool: 425-454-4790
Email: staff@pilgrimlutheran.org

Sunday Worship Schedule

8:30 A.M. Traditional Service

Sunday School and Adult Bible Study: 9:45 AM
11:00 Am Contemporary Service

Blended Service- Months with 5th Sunday...
....Service starting at 9:30 A.M.

Our Staff:

Rev. James V. Rehder - Pastor
Jennifer - Director of Family Ministry
Secretary to the Pastor—Peggy




