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Reflections 

Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

May 2008 
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One of the seven core values of our congregation is PRAYER. These core values are printed in our bulletin almost every 

Sunday. The following describes our core value of PRAYER: 

 

“PRAYER as a means of opening our hearts, minds, and souls to God through thanksgiving, intercession, 

confession, and supplication.” 

 

Perhaps you are familiar with the ACTS acrostic for prayer: 

� is Adoration 

	 is Confession 


 is Thanksgiving 

� is Supplication 

 

In other words our prayers are ACTS! 

 

Thursday, May 1st is Ascension Day. It is also The National Day of Prayer. The Outreach Ministry Team / Evangelism 

Committee is implementing a time of prayer for our nation to be held here our sanctuary at 7:00 P.M. You and Yours are 

invited to come and be a part of this prayer time for our nation. 

 

We will pray for: 

� Our Government 
� Our Military 
� Our Media 
� Our Businesses 
� Our Education 
� Our Churches 
� Our Families 

 

We remember and celebrate this promise of God recorded in II Chronicles 7:14 

 

“If my people who are called by My Name humble themselves and pray and seek My Face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and forgive their sin and will heal the land.” 

 

At the conclusion of the prayer service we will have a special activity for the children, families, and everyone present!! 

 

The Lord’s best to you and yours. 

 

As Jesus is the Way, may our complete trust be in Him alone. 

 

Praying for the gift of your presence on May 1 at 7:00 P.M., 

 

Pastor Jim  
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Am I the only one that thinks the world has lost its mind? It seems like every time I pick-up a newspaper or 

watch the evening news there is some new cause or problem in the world that needs immediate fixing. Some 

groups appear to have only one goal in mind and that is to tell you that they are offended by something you did 

or said. They say we need diversity and tolerance or what I call the ‘Rodney King Theology’ named after the 

man who made these words famous: “Why can’t we all get along?” Anyone who opposes their point of view is 

considered either an ignorant fool, naïve or some form of ill-informed simpleton worthy of ridicule. I really am 

in favor of diversity and tolerance as long as doing so doesn’t involve accepting sinful practices.  Even that 

statement would get me in trouble!  

 

Recently Seattle celebrated “Seeds of Compassion” which included a visit from the Dalai Lama and several 

others who all proclaimed the need for worldwide compassion. It seems to me that we as Christians should be 

the ones showing the world how to offer compassion. After all it was Jesus who demonstrated the purest form of 

love and compassion. Somehow I just can’t see them busing school children to see Billy Graham or some other 

Christian leader! The world through its demand for compassion (which now includes being tolerant to issues like 

homosexual life styles, practicing abortion and teaching evolution) has done a great job in getting churches to 

teach a watered-down doctrine (to appease the world) or worse they successfully rendered the church silent! 

 

I was fortunate to attend the Worldview Apologetics Conference held in Bellevue last month. Besides the fact 

that it snowed mid-April over that weekend, the conference was amazing. I probably should stop here and 

explain what the word apologetics means before talking about the conference. The word comes from the Greek 

word ‘apologia’ meaning a speaking or giving a defense such as one given in a court of law. In this case the 

word is applied to giving defense to one’s faith, proving that Jesus is Lord! Not only did I learn a lot from the 

conference I met a lot of people who are also ‘fed-up’ with the direction the world is heading and believe it is 

time for the Church to stand-up and hold strong to what the Bible teaches and they have inspired me to ask the 

question: “Where do we start?” 

 

This is what I learned, first of all we need to listen carefully to what God is teaching us in the Bible 

(understanding He means what He says and says what He means). All Christians should be involved in a Bible 

study, particularly if you are a church leader. We need to be seen and heard. Paul tells us over and over again in 

his epistles that we are to stand firm and proclaim that Jesus is Lord (even when it means taking an unpopular or 

a politically incorrect position). Regardless of what the world thinks, there is ONLY ONE WAY TO HEAVEN! 

To the world that is a mean or hateful statement, perhaps thought to be one without compassion, but in reality 

that statement IS compassion! We Christians need to understand that we are blood-bought (Jesus paid the price 

for our salvation) and until we have completed our mission for God we are bulletproof! I urge you to learn how 

to defend your faith, perhaps even take a course on apologetics.  

 

The people of our society today may believe that there are many truths, that simply isn’t true. We all need to take 

a stand for the real Truth today. Peter reminds us to “Always be prepared to give an answer (the Greek word 

here is apologia) to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15 NIV). 

 

��������
�

�

�

�



�

Next in our Get to know your Pilgrim Leadership, we give you our Education                                                         

chairperson,  Larry C.. Read on to get to know Larry better. 
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Name: Larry C. 

Birth date: May, 11  

Birth place: Beijing China 

Occupation: Software Testing 

Spouse’s Name: Sue Z.  

Child: Rebecca C. 

Hobbies: Internet. 

A little known fact about Larry: I was baptized at Pilgrim 

about 10 year ago. 

Favorite scripture verse:  John 3:16: For God so loved the 

world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
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   Thursday, May 1, 2008 

 National Day of Prayer   7:00 P.M. 

 

  

   Sunday, May 4, 2008  

 Ascension Sunday    8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 

 

* Sunday, May 11, 2008 

 Pentecost Sunday 

 Mother’s Day     8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 

 

 

  Sunday, May 18, 2008 

 Holy Trinity Sunday    9:30 A.M. 

 Semi-Annual Voter’s Meeting after worship 

 

 * Sunday, May 25, 2008 

 Second Sunday after Pentecost  8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 

�

* Holy Communion celebrated on these Sundays                                                                                                                              
at both worship times 
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���3 Tom T, prayers for successful eye surgery and comfort and peace during his                               

recovery; Family and Friends of June B, as they mourn her peaceful passing on 4/08;                                                            

Jacob D, 18 mos, nephew, peace as family awaits test results for  breathing problems;  

Peggy P, peace as she awaits test results regarding biopsy on 4/25, Doris H, comfort, peace                                     

and rapid healing from a fall injuring her pelvis; David C, father of Mark C, comfort from pain & peace as he 

recovers from  his 1st
 surgery: aorta valve in his heart on 3/25 & 2nd

 surgery: repair his back to stop the pain; 

Josephine P & Jameson S and their families  (Preschool students) peace as they mourn the loss of their 

grandfather, Marlyn J. on 3/16.; Dave C, peace & comfort as he has returned home and under hospice care; 

Sarah W, peace as she receives physical therapy for nerve damage of inner ear; Ed K., comfort & peace as he 

continues to receive treatment for Non Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. 

 


���� ��:���3 Doug C, 51, prayer of thanksgiving after successful surgery and regaining of strength and 

mobility. (close friends of Andrea K); ����

�

�� ������������������"��������������
���3 Marlene B, Jeannette B, Gene C, Mark E, Sharon E, Aelena E, 

Nan H, Jon M, Haley O, Tony P,  Jill P (Mark & family),Melody Pr, Blenda P, Alice R, Shirley R, Lida S, 

Sam S, Paulette S, Jolene W, Bruni W, Jeri Y. 

�
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�����3  Craig S, Korea  (Ruth Ann, Clinton & Lisa) ; Mele R, Fort Bliss, 

Texas (Pastor Jim, Pam & Josh 

 

  Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in 

our time of need.  Amen 

�
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 We have two “prayer time” opportunities 

devoted only to prayer with a special emphasis 

on the ministry of intercessory prayer.   There is 

a “Morning Prayer Band” from 7:45 – 8:15am 

prior to the 8:30am Worship meeting in the 

Fellowship Hall!  There is an “Afternoon Prayer 

Band” from 12:15 – 12:45pm after the 11:00am 

Worship meeting in the office I occupy.  All are 

invited to participate.  You may “call in” any 

prayer requests to the church office (425-454-

1162) or place any prayer requests in the 

“PRAYER BAND” box located in the Narthex.  

On those Sundays when we have one worship at 

9:30am, the “Prayer Band” will meet from 8:45-

9:15am in the office I occupy!                                 
�

�

�

4%%%�#�
� ���������  ���#���"
��

�

�� ����� �����	�
� ���
������
�� ������ �����	�� ��
��� �������� �	
� ������������

�������	� 
�
����� ��� 
�� ��
����� � ����� ��� ���� �	��� �� ��
� ��	�� �	�

�������	� ���� ���� �	��� ����� ��� ���� �
�����	�� ���� 
�� ��� ��� ������ �	�

��	
����������� �������
��
���������	������!���������������	������������

����� ����� ����� �������� 
��� ��� ���� ������� �� ���	�� �	� �	�� ������� �	
�


����������"����������������
��������
������	�����	�����	
�������������

�����������������������
�����
��#����������
���	���	
�������������������

���������
����	��	�����������
����		��������������������������	����������

�����
�������� ��� ��� �	� ���
� ���� ���	�� ��� ���� �������� ��� �����
�$�
%��

&��
�����	�������������������������	
������
�����
�	�
�
�����
�	�������

��������#���������������
����������	�������������������	
�	������������

�	������� �	� ���� ��
��� � "�#� ������ ������ ���� ���� ����	� �	��� �������� ��

�����
��	����������
������������������
�����	���
��������	�����������	��

����	���������������������	
���'��
����
��������	��	��
������	
�������	������

�������!������������������� ��������
���������
�
�������������	���	(�)"���

���
��������������������
����������������������
���	����������	*+��&��	������
�

����� ���� �
���
� �	
� �����
� ��� ��� ���� �����	�� �	
� ���
� ),��	�� �����

-����*+��,��$�
������������������������������	�����������
����������.���

������	
�������������������������������������������������������������		
���
�



�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��������#����#�� ���

 

(All answers given by children in second grade. The source is unknown.) 

 

Why did God make mothers? 

1. She is the only one who knows where the scotch tape is. 
2. Mostly to clean house. 
3. To help us out when we’re getting born. 

 

How did God make mothers? 

1. God used dirt just like for the rest of us. 
2. Magic plus super powers and a lot of stirring. 
3. God made my mom just like He made me. He just used bigger parts. 

 

What ingredients are mothers made of? 

1. God makes mothers out of clouds and angel hair and everything nice in the world and a little mean. 
2. They had to get their start from men’s bones. Then they mostly use string, I think. 

 

Why did God give you your mother and not some other mom? 

1. We’re related. 
2. God knew she likes me a lot more than other people’s moms like me. 

 

What did your Mom need to know about your dad before she married him? 

1. His last name. 
2. She had to know his background, like is he a crook? 
3. Does he make at least $800 a year? 

 

Why did your mom marry your dad? 

 

1. She got too old to do anything else with him. 
2. My grandma says my mom didn’t have her thinking hat on. 

 

What is the difference between moms and dads? 

1. Moms work at work and work at home and dads just work at work. 
2. Moms know how to talk to teachers without scaring them. 
3. Dads are taller and stronger but moms have all the real power ‘cause that’s who 

you ask if you want to sleep over at your friends. 
4. Moms have magic. They’ll make you feel better without medicine. 

 

What does your mom do in her spare time? 

1. Moms don’t do spare time. 
 

What would it take to make your mom perfect? 

1.   On the inside, she’s already perfect. Outside I think some kind of plastic surgery. 

1. Diet, you know, her hair, I’d diet, maybe blue. 
 

If you could change one thing about your mom, what would it be? 

1. She has this weird thing about me keeping my room clean. I’d get rid of that. 
2. I’d make my mom smarter. Then she would know it was my sister who did it and not me. 
3. I would like for her to get rid of those invisible eyes on the back of her head. 
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Activity Highlights from Pilgrim Lutheran Church Council 

March 2008 

 

City Church Food Distribution Site Discontinued 

We received a letter from The City Church that the food distribution program site at Pilgrim has been cancelled 

indefinitely.  The decision to discontinue was based on a recent situation that occurred with a resident of the 

apartment community and the distribution staff.  We have expressed our desire to partner with City Church in 

the future if a site is again needed.   

 

Automatic Signature on Recurring Expenses 

A recommendation for a policy of automatic payment of certain recurring expenses was made, based on a list 

provided by Treasurer, Ken H.  Any expenditure not covered by the list would require a signed purchase order 

by the responsible committee chairperson.  A motion made and seconded to accept the proposed signature 

authority for fixed expenditures as part of the policy of the Church Council and Treasurer, and the motion was 

carried unanimously. 

 

Youth & Family Ministry Activities Account 

Opened a check/debit card account for use to purchase supplies for Youth & Family Ministry projects and 

events (approved in February).  The account will be used on a reimbursement basis under the budget line item 

for Youth & Family Ministry activities. 

 

Building Subcommittee:  Congregational Forum Update 

Updated facility expansion plans were set up in the narthex and four congregational forums were held.  

Approximately 65 total individuals attended and a lot of questions and good feedback were received.  The 

architect will be working with staff to get additional input on space needs and continue to refine the plans. 

 

Cold Weather Emergency Shelter 

The potential for providing an emergency cold weather shelter (overnight) for next winter is being researched by 

Craig B.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Nan H, Secretary 

Baby G 

 

Andrew & Jennifer are excited to 

share that they are expecting! Our 

estimated due date is November 14. 

We appreciate your ongoing prayers 

for our family! 
�
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Congregations for the Homeless 

Men’s Shelter Program 

 

During the month of May, we will be collecting                                                   

non-perishable items for breakfasts for 25 men                                             

who will be housed at Christ the King in Bellevue 

during the month of June. Opportunities to bring and 

serve dinners during the month of June will also be 

available. Watch the Family Ministry board for a 

detailed list of needs, or speak with Jennifer G. Thank 

you for taking the time to reach out to those in need in 

our community. 

 

Join Hands Day – Service Opportunity 

Saturday, May 3 (depart Pilgrim at 7:30am & 

return around 6:30pm or come when you can) 

Camp Lutherwood 

All Ages* 

 

Spend the day with area churches working on a 

number of camp improvement projects at Camp 

Lutherwood in Bellingham. All skill levels are 

needed to assist with gardening, painting, 

construction and more. You’ll need to bring 

some grubby clothes, a good attitude, and LOTS 

of energy! Lunch will be provided! *Children in 

grades 5 and below must be accompanied by a 

parent/guardian for this event. Family 

participation is encouraged! Youth attending 

without a parent must complete a permission slip 

form. R.S.V.P. to Jennifer G so we can arrange 

appropriate transportation 

Babysitting Fundraiser for Youth Mission Trip 

Friday, May 9 from 5:30pm – 9:00pm 

Ages 0 – 11 

 

Bring the kids for a fun-filled evening of dinner,                             

crafts, games and more while you 

enjoy some well-deserved time off! We will be 

accepting a free-will offering to support our Youth 

Summer Mission Trip to the Yakama Reservation. 

Registration will begin online Monday, April 28. Space 

is limited. Contact Jennifer G with any questions 
�

The Chronicles of Narnia: 

 Prince Caspian Movie Event 

May 18, 2008 (early afternoon – exact time TBD) 

All Ages 

 

Watch for details coming soon for a group screening and 

movie event! You can view the trailer at 

www.narnia.com Contact Jennifer G with any questions. 
�

Youth Progressive Dinner 

Saturday, June 7 (time TBD) 

Grades 8 – 12 

 

We’ll travel between Pilgrim, All Saints & 

Christ the King for a tasty course at each church. 

Watch for details as the date approaches. Contact 

Jennifer G with any questions.  
�

Youth Summer Mission Trip                                       

(Yakama Reservation) 

July 13 – 18, 2008 

Grades 6 – 12 

 

Join us for a week serving Jesus through painting 

houses and leading a Kids Club on the Yakama 

Reservation in South-central Washington. Cost is 

$248/person and will be greatly offset by 

fundraising. Contact Jennifer G to learn if space 

is still available. Visit www.youthworks.com to 

learn more about the trip.  

 

Family Camping @ Valley Camp 

July 18 – 20 

All Ages 

 

Save the date!!! 
�

Vacation Bible School 

August 4 – 8, 2008 

 

More details coming soon!!! 
�
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In 2 Corinthians 9:6 (NIV) St. Paul wrote: “Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.”  In many parts of our country during this month of 
May gardens will be turning green as new plants spring from the ground and begin the process of producing 
fruits, vegetables and flowers.  If you have ever planted hills of seeds, like beans or cucumbers, you probably 
know how true these words of St. Paul are.  Plant only one or perhaps two seeds in each hill and you will not 
have the same results that you would have if you had planted four or more seeds in each hill.  Of course, St. Paul 
was not writing about gardening but rather about a special offering to help the saints in Jerusalem and Judea who 
were suffering from a severe famine.  Some may take this passage to mean that it is our motivation for giving.  
Those folks might even be so bold as to say that if you are stingy in your giving, you will be poorer for it, but if 
you are generous in your giving you will be even wealthier.  But this verse does not state the motivation for 
giving but simply refers to information and instruction that we know to be true from experience and observation. 
 
The true motivation for Christian giving is found in 2 Corinthians 9:8 (NIV):  “And God is able to make all 
grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good 
work.”  God’s grace in Jesus Christ is the motivation for our Christian giving.  Jesus has done for us what we 
could never do for ourselves, that is, save us from sin, death and everlasting condemnation.  Our spiritual needs 
are fully taken care of in Christ, but what about our physical needs?  This passage speaks to that as well when it 
indicates that God also takes care of our physical needs so that in all things at all times we will have all that we 
need so that we can abound in every good work. 
 
St. Paul stated this so eloquently in Romans 8:32 (NIV):  “He (God) who did not spare his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all—will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?  This question begs for the 
answer “yes.”  God does provide all that we need for our spiritual and physical welfare and he does it lavishly so 
that we can abound in every good work. 
 
 
Finally St. Paul brought the truth of Christian giving home when he wrote in 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV):  “Each 
man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful (hilarious) giver.”  Christian giving is primarily a spiritual issue, not a financial one.  When we 
children of God answer the question of what do I believe God is calling me to give then we respond freely and 
generously not because the church or any other Christian cause needs our money, but because we believe in our 
hearts that our giving is a consecrated response.  The joy that we reap from such free and generous giving is 
something that brings a special sweetness to our lives that no one can ever take away from us. 
�
��
���
Stewardship Chairman 
 
(Taken from LCMS website) 
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