
�

�

�

�

�

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

                                                                                                                           

�

�

�

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Reflections 

Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

July- August 2008 

����������������      Altogether 

One of my favorite sections of Holy Scripture is the description of the fellowship                                   

of believers in Jerusalem recorded in Acts 2:42-47. Twice the word “together” is used to 

describe what was going on at this crucial “Pentecost” time. 

 Together these believers learned. Together these believers fellowshipped. Together these 

believers prayed. Together these believers worshipped. Together these believers shared. And 

together these believers enjoyed the favor of others. Others who saw what God was doing in and 

through these believers. 

 And God did something about what they were doing together! “And the Lord added to 

their number daily those who were saved.”  (Acts 2:47) 

 Sunday is not only the first day of the week, a sacred day, the Christian Sabbath in most 

circles, but it is a “together” day. A day when we as a family have opportunity to encounter 

God’s presence and touch together. A day when we have opportunity to celebrate together. A day 

when we have opportunity to be together 

� To be together in worship and praise of God; 
� To be together in God’s Word in the sanctuary and in Bible study                     

(9:45 – 10:45 A.M.); 
� To be together around the altar of  God receiving the new testament of Christ in 

the Sacrament of the Altar; 
� To be together with one another encouraging and building up one another 

together. 
 

Together is a great place to be. Do all you can to be a part of the “altogether” we can be a 

part of on Sunday. 

 As Jesus is the Way, may our complete trust be in Christ alone. 

 

Christ is all, 

 

Pastor Jim 
�
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Summer? 

 

Believe it or not it is that time of the year again. Even though this last winter and the abbreviated spring that 

followed felt longer than usual it seems like Seafair was only a couple a months ago with the Blue Angels 

whooshing by overhead. However, it is starting to get hot again (Seattle style), weeds are in full throttle and we 

see Seafair events already underway. That can only mean its time for Vacation Bible School! I could probably 

write and fill this newsletter with reasons why VBS is so important to Pilgrim and our community but I’ll spare 

you!  

 

Last month I talked about ‘Friendship Evangelism’ and how showing you care about someone else may help 

them find Jesus. Well here is another opportunity to show our care and our response to Jesus’ love.  This one-

week program allows kids to discover Jesus, what could possibly be more important than that? For some of these 

kids this is the only opportunity they will ever get to hear about Jesus! 

 

Last year we had to turn away children due to not having enough staff to handle the larger number. Can we all 

agree that is not good? Now that we all agree can we now say “I’ll help!” Don’t wait for someone to ask, okay 

I’m asking now…would you please help? This is such a vital outreach! The world these children are growing up 

in is very different than the one we grew up in. No absolute morals, no absolute truths, blatant disregard for God, 

violence and corruption in schools, sexual predators and well you get the picture just pick up the newspaper. All 

children need Jesus! We all need Jesus! Even if it is just for one day please give the idea of volunteering for this 

year’s VBS prayerful and serious consideration.   

 

I don’t like arm-twisting and since I really don’t know everyone’s strengths here at Pilgrim I wouldn’t know 

whose arm to twist! We need people to be guides, teachers, aides, readers, helpers, warm bodies, etc. I would be 

remiss if I didn’t recognize those faithful few that reliably jump right in year after year. Thank you! Not that this 

next statement is ‘theologically’ correct but I feel that there is a special place in heaven for VBS workers and 

Sunday-School teachers!! Let this VBS be something special for you and for the children! Contact Jennifer or 

Pastor if you have any questions or if you want to participate.  

 

Kids learning about Jesus.  

People demonstrating the love of Jesus.  

Everyone having fun.  

 

Fellow Christians, on this side of heaven it doesn’t get any better! What can be more important this summer? 

Come and see for yourself.  

 

Dave H�
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� Ruth M, comfort and peace and total recovery from eye surgery on 7/1/08. 

� Ed K, comfort & peace as he continues to receive treatment for Non Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. 

� Melody P, comfort and peace as she prepares for a biopsy in the neat future for breast cancer. 

� Julie S, cousin of Sarah Werzner, comfort and peace as she has begun her treatment for MS. 

� Hailey O, comfort and peace as she recovers from a virus. 

� Peggy P, comfort & peace as she continues to recover from surgery & radiation treatments. 

� Dan H & his wife, Stephanie, nephew of Pam A, comfort, strength & peace as he will undergo radiation and 

chemo for a short time for Stage One Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. Dan & Stephanie have recently been blessed by the 

birth of their first child, Ethan. 

� Kristen D & family, pray for a smooth transition, as mom with Alzheimer enters care center 5/15. 

� Arvet B & family, as they mourn the death of his brother-in-law, Eugene Holst of St. Paul, MN.     

� Prayers of peace & comfort for his wife, Arlene (Arvet’s sister), her children & extended family. 

� Kathy H, niece of Barbara M, strength & peace as she began chemotherapy for ovarian cancer 5/1. 

� Felix H, brother of Barbara M, strength & peace as he recovers from rotator cup surgery on 5/7. 

� Carolyn Sizemore, sister of Barbara Mills, comfort, peace & total recovery & reconstruction from  

� mastectomy surgery on 4/24 and follow up treatment. 

� John T, grandfather of O. children, comfort, peace & total recovery for heart surgery.           

� Doris H, comfort, peace and rapid healing from a fall injuring her pelvis. 

� David C, father of Mark C, thanksgiving & continued recovery for successful back surgery. 

� Doug C, 51, prayer to continue gaining of strength & mobility after successful surgery.       

����

�

�

�����	���	���������������
�

� Craig S, Korea  (Ruth Ann, Clinton & Lisa)                                                                                                                                                            

Mele R, Fort Hood, Austin ,Texas (Pastor Jim, Pam & Josh)  

 Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.  Amen 

 
���	������	���	��
�������

����

� Wayne S, thanksgiving & comfort as he recovers from an angiogram showing no blockages. 

� Aelena E, 17 months, praise that surgery is not needed at this time. 

 
������	�	������������
��������	�������	�� Marlene B, Jeannette B, Gene C, Mark E, Sharon E,  Aelena E, 

Nan H, Jon M,, Tony P,  Jill P (Mark & family, Blenda P, Alice R, Shirley R, Lida S, Sam S, Paulette S, Jolene W, Bruni 

W, Jeri Y. 

�

���
������ ���������
�������
� Trinity Lutheran Church & Preschool, Cedar Rapids, IA, help in all their  many needs from the floods.    

� Prayer in preparation of Jennifer/all the youth/counselors for Mission Trip to Yakima on 7/13.                                               
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August 2  Bruni W 

August 3 Eva Marie B 

 Olivia B 

 Laura F 

August 5 Angela R 

August 7 Amy C 

 Kevin W 

August 8 Christopher P 

 Eric V 

August 9 Donald H 

August 10 Bo B 

 Sean H 

 Amanda M 

August 11 Lauren A 

 Rodella K 

August 12 Patricia B 

August  15 John F 

August 16 Aaron H 

August  18 Edith S 

August 21 Traci B 

 Kenneth K 

August 22 David C 

August 25 Mark L 

August 27 Owen A 

 Kristine M 

 Wayne S 

August 28 Joshua  T 

August 31 Marlene B 

 Louise C 

�����!������!		�����������

August 5 Duane & Ellen I 

August 7 Ken & Lorie K 

August 12 Arthur & Sarah W 

August 16 Donald & Karen H 

August 17 Don & Pat S 

August 18 Gus & Nancy H 

August 19 Steven & Theresa B 

August 20 Dean & Esther L 

August 22 John & Linda L 

August 24 Bo & Cindi B 

 Scott & Dawn S 

August 26 Brad & Diana H 

 Shannon & Denise L 

August 29 Thad & Barbara M 

July/August Worship 2008 

 
July 2008 

 

Sunday, July 6, 2008  8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 

 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, July 13, 2008  8:30* & 11:00 A.M.* 

 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  

Sunday, July 20, 2008  8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 

 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, July 27th, 2008 8:30* & 11:00 A.M. * 

 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

August 2008 

 

Sunday, August 3, 2008 8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 

 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, August 10th, 2008 8:30 * & 11:00 A.M. * 

 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, August 17th, 2008     8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 

 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, August 24th, 2008 8:30* & 11:00 A.M. * 

 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, August 31, 2008 9:30 A.M. 

 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Altogether Worship 
�

SMART MARRIAGES 

 

Pastor Rehder attended the SMART MARRIAGES 

Conference in San Francisco in early July. He left on 

Tuesday, July 1 and returned Saturday, July 5th. 
�
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Thank You for Your Support! 

 

Thank you for all of your generosity in supporting 

the Congregations for the Homeless Men’s Shelter 

Program during the month of June. Your 

assistance in providing breakfast items and 

preparing and serving hot meals is much 

appreciated. Your ministry is helping 30 local men 

in need as they make changes toward a better 

lifestyle��
�

Thank You for Making Our Mission Trip Possible! 

 

We extend our gratitude to the                                              

overwhelming support provided to us                                                                                      

as we prepare to serve at the Yakama                                                      

Reservation for our summer youth mission trip. Your 

donations for our pancake fundraiser, babysitting night 

and iron organizer sale are much appreciated. Special 

thanks to John & June G and Ray & Mary Lou for their 

help with our fundraisers. We appreciate your continued 

prayers as we spend July 13 – 18 painting houses and 

leading a Kid’s Club in South Central Washington. We 

look forward to sharing about our experiences once we 

return��
�

Family Camping @ Valley Camp 

July 18 – 20 

All Ages 

 

Join us for a weekend of tent camping at Valley 

Camp (in North Bend). Facilities include 

bathrooms with hot showers, a community fire pit, 

hiking trails, a playground, and large sports fields. 

Cost is $15/night per family for tenting. RVs are 

welcome too – please make reservations by calling 

Valley Camp at (425) 888-1852 to reserve an RV 

spot. Please sign-up on the Family Ministry board. 

Be sure to invite your friends! See Jennifer G with 

any questions. If you can’t stay for the weekend 

or aren’t the camping type, please come by for 

our potluck BBQ on Saturday, July 19
th

 at 

6:00pm! This is a great time of fellowship for all 

ages! 

 

#�
����	�"�$����
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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We are in great need to people (ages 12+) to serve 

during the week of VBS as elementary small group 

guides. This involves shepherding the same group of 6 

kids (ages 6-11) for the week and being a big buddy to 

them as they sing & worship, listen to bible stories, do 

craft projects, enjoy snacks and play games. Station 

leaders oversee all teaching so you simply get to 

encourage the kids and have fun with them. If you are 

unable to serve the entire week, we can partner you with 

another volunteer to get all days covered. 

 

Opportunities are also available to serve in other areas, 

including gathering supplies, prepping materials, 

decorating, praying, drama, music, media, recreation & 

snacks. 

 

We are also looking for people comfortable working 

with preschoolers (ages 2-5) so that we can meet the 

needs of our growing wait list. 
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Fall Sunday School Kick Off 

Sunday, September 7
th 

 

Save the date now and plan to join us for another 

exciting year growing in God’s Word! Speak with 

Jennifer Gruner to learn how you can be involved.  
�
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The other day I caught the recently-

elected Board of Trustees chairperson in 

the church changing light bulbs. It was a 

job that could have been done by the 

custodian. That was the first thing wrong. 

But it was what I found out next that 

really made me think. 

The chairperson was simply moving the 

burned-out bulbs to new fixtures. New 

bulbs were not being put in place of the 

old bulbs. I asked what was going on. 

"Well, pastor, I assumed that this was the 

rule in this church. I've noticed that when 

someone gets burned out in one 

leadership area, we elect them to another 

committee or another board--just like 

shifting around burned-out bulbs.”                                                      
������������� �!����"��	�����#$�����%����& 

Are we like this at Pilgrim Lutheran 
Church? Are we merely moving around 

burned out people? Did you ever say to yourself,” Gee, I would get more involved but I don’t 
know how to start or even where I would fit in”?  

Stewardship involves more than your money. It involves your time, talents and spiritual gifts as 
well. How does one go about using their talents and spiritual gifts?  What if I don’t think I really 
have any talents or spiritual gifts? Let me assure you that you have both!  

Mark Collier discovered a program called “The Network” in his time as Stewardship Chair. We 
feel it is such a gem that we are bringing it to share it all with you.  

I can tell some of you by now are thinking oh here it comes. This is leading to yet one more of 
those spiritual gift surveys that you have taken so many of in the past and  nothing ever much 
becomes of them except they sit in a file somewhere in someone’s desk. But wait this one is 
different!  

This fall look for “The Network”, tentatively scheduled for September between services. This 
program will teach you which of the 23 spiritual gifts you possess most strongly, which of the 
four personal styles is yours, and where your ministry passion falls. It will show you that getting 
involved in the right thing at the right time is not a chore, but it is a joy. Take that first step of 
faith, and give “The Network” a chance. Give it a chance to bring forth more clearly the spiritual 
gifts you possess so that your personal ministry passion ignites. 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace: “   1 Peter: 10                                                                                                                                       

- - - 	
��	�, Stewardship Chairman                                                                                                                            
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“Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal.” – Isaiah 26:4 

 

This was the theme of the 26th Biennial District LWML convention.  The convention was wonderful.  Rev. Dr. 

Warren S, LCMS Northwest District Pres., had a wonderful sermon about Jesus being our Rock of Ages.  The mission 

speakers were Rev. Claude and Rhoda H, Mr. Jan N and Berhanu S.  Rev. & Mrs. H are missionaries in Kenya, Uganda, 

Tanzania, Ethiopia, and Sudan.  They are based in Kenya.  They told us about going from village to village in Tanzania 

and how in 3 or 4 days over 400 people were baptized!   

Mr. Jan N told us of his mission trips to Haiti where he is helping to build an orphanage.  Berhanu S was born in 

Ethiopia.  He currently is pastor of Mekane Yesus Lutheran Church in Seattle.  Mekane Yesus reaches out to the large 

Ethiopian community in Seattle.  Our keynote speaker was Beverly England.  It was a great convention.  The convention 

ended with a call for workers for the national convention in Portland, June 25-28, 2009.  If you are willing to help please 

come and speak to me. 

Below is a list of the new mission grants for the 2008-2010 biennium. 

 

 

1.   Aid to Seminary Students          $ 8,000 

2.   Financial Assistance for the Concordia Theological Seminary Food and Clothing Co-op $ 5,000 

3.   The Morning Star Girls Club and Mentoring Program Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots U.S.  

            $ 5,500 

4.   African Immigrant Outreach Ministry in Seattle      $10,000 

5.   Production of Portals of Prayer in Braille – Lutheran Blind Mission at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Spokane, 

Washington           $ 4,000 

6.   Church Roofs in Republic of Guinea – LCMS World Mission    $ 6,000 

7.   Puppet Ministry in Myanmar for Children and Families     $15,400 

8.   Kitchen/Food Bank Restoration Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Lakewood, Washington    

            $ 5,000 

9.   The Lutheran Church = The Teaching Church:  Translating Luther’s Small Catechism for Kenya   

            $4,500 

10.  Ghana Seminary, Ghana, West Africa – LCMS World Mission    $ 7,000 

11.  Scholarships for the Themba Trust-Siyathemba Girls’ High School of Dirkiedorp, South Africa – LCMS World 

Relief/Human Care          $ 7,450 

12.  Catechism for Mexico from Cristo Para Todas Las Naciones, Tijuana, Mexico     

            $ 2,150 

 

 

 

 

Peace in Christ, 

 

��
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���
, 
President  
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